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For Immediate Release 


ASPIRA'S Third Annual Youth Conference 


The ASPIRA Youth Congress will be holding its third 
annual Youth Conference at Princeton University on May 3rd, 1988. 
The purpose of this event is to raise questions and discuss 
issues affecting  Hispanic/Minority students today. The 
of this conference in relation to others is the 


overseen by ASPIRA 


uniqueness fact 
that it has been organized, and will be 
students from both the junior and high school levels 
The topics to be discussed that day include the following: 
Education, an 


A 


AIDS, Teenage Pregnancy, Drug Abuse 
Student/Parent Relations. Students will hold presentations 


addressing those topics, and guest Panel Members will conduct 
discussion groups. We are expecting approximately 300 students 
and Jersey 


from areas such as Newark, Camden, Trenton, Paterson, 
City. Our invited Keynote Speaker for the day will be Assemblyman 
John Watson from Mercer County. In addition we will hold a press 
conference from 1:00pm to 2:00pm at the Third World Center 
Liberation Hall, 86 Olden Street, Princeton University. All are 


welcomed and encouraged to attend 


ASPIRA INC. OF sE DRE 
YOUTH CONGRE: 


FACING THE FACTS 


General: 
-The Hispanic population in the United States is increasing at a 
rate six times ee than that of the nation as a whole; by th 


s 
year 2020 it is redacted G AO will A ES 
largest minority gr U f the Census, April 
Hispanics in the United States represen 
fifth te al Hispante > population in the world, “athe are "Boring 
power than all 73 million people in Mexico. (U. 
ambe: Commerce) 
-Hispanics work force receive the lowest wages 
major Rea En ES labor narket, with Hispanic women easels 
the lowest ges. (U au 
Abstract a Seas 


Census, Statistical 


-Two out of every five Hispanic children lived in poverty in 
Teo, (Gio Mc aces? Gia es tel rene 
children. This rep pus nearly 40% (2.6 million) of all 
Hispanic cie nder age 18. (Center on Budget and Policy 
Priorities, 1986) 

-In 1983, 30% of the Mexican-American population had no health 


983, 
insurance compared to 9% for white non-Hispanics and 12% for the 
total U.S. population. ition, approximately 20% of Black 
non-Hispanice, Cuban Americans, and Puerto Ricans were uninsured 
(Trevino and Moss, 1983) 


Education: 
-The single most important barrier to success in the labor market 
for Hispanics is their low level of educational attainment. only 
50.9%. of Hispanics complete four or more years of high school 
compared to 77. Se of the total population. . Bureau of the 
Census, August 1987) 

-From 1968 to 1984, white enrollment in public schools declined 
by 198 percent Black aient remained steady) and oras 
enrollment increased 79% percent. (National Council of La Raza) 

-The dropout rate for Hispanics is as 
than for whites seau) and one 
Gre Gar do. (EE ional Commission fo 
National Council of La Raza, 1986 


nn RETS 
r Employment Policy and 


-In 1985, only 8% of Hispanics | ha Gasp ue Je of 
college or more compared with 20% for non Hispanics 


lore ic youngsters drop out of school than others, and 
hey aso drop out qnc than others; 40% of Hispanic sans 
le: hig ool before the spring semester of thi ophi 

ect, 19; 


84) 


-College faculties are 93% white, 2.3% Black, 1.2% Hispanic. 
(Chronicle of Higher Education, Dec. 10, 1986) 


T ES Deer opment Proj 


Aids: 


tionwide, Hispanics and Blacks account for 79% percent of all 
pediatric AIDS cases. (55% percent for Black and 24% percent 
Hispanic) 


-Though Hispanics make up about 7% of the U.S. population, they 
account for 14% of the reported AIDS cases. (Centers for 
isease Control, Atlanta, 1987) 


of 1988, New Jersey has the second largest number of children 
iced err cases in the Nation. (New Jersey State Department 
of Health 1988) 


Teenage Preqnancy: 


States has the highest adolescent birth rate of any 
industrialized nation. (The American Public Welfare OS 

‘The tional Council of State Human Service Administrators, 
86) 


-One half CHE ( children are born each year to teenagers in 
this country. (same as above) 


-96% percent of unmarried teenagers keep and raise their 
children. (same as above) 


-Infants born to teenage mothers will cost taxpayers $6.4 billion 
by the tine they become adults; 52.4 pa ÉTÉ saved had 
the mothers wai: ju until EU o give (Hou: 
Education and Labor Committe: ge) 


-Almost one sixth of all U.S. births are to teenage women. 
(March of Dimes Birth Defects Foundation 1985) 


of three pregnant teenagers drops out of school (March 
BA RS ben 1985) 


Drug/Subtance Abuse: 


Detroit, 102 youngsters, aged or under, Were shot in the 
AE four months of this year in on and drug wars, nearly all 
by other childr (American Enterprise Institute 1987) 


-Homicide (murder) is now the leading cause of death for inner 
city youth. (American Enterprise Institute 1987) 


